XI
THE DEATH OF THE MONARCHY
THE VOID
charles II (first part)
Nature of the Gap. For more than eleven years after the
killing of Charles I, from January 30, 1649, to May 29, 1660,
England was without a legitimate Government. There was no
lawful authority for Englishmen to obey, nor anything that
would speak for the nation.
Scotland was more fortunate in that for a few months of the
period she had a national King, the son of Charles I having
returned to lead the nation, but it was only a short episode, and
one may say that as a whole the period was void. There was a
succession of experiments, or rather makeshifts, some of them
fantastic, all of them futile, none of them successful—odd
Parliaments and committees and arrangements for military rule,
but nothing with the air of permanence about it. One thing,
indeed, stood unshaken throughout, and was the master
throughout—the Army. And one man was conspicuously the
chief of the Army, and therefore (first morally, afterwards
actually) ruler of the country—Oliver Cromwell.
Cromwell was peculiar in this among single rulers, that he
ha& no desire to command; it was a defect which went with his
inability to construct. With supreme power at his disposal
during several years he left no monument to posterity save an
undying feud between the English and the Irish peoples, sprung
from his attempted murder of Ireland—an attempt which just
missed success. But this anomalous character in the first eleven
• years of Charles IPs reign (generally called the Commonwealth,
or kter, from the title which Oliver Cromwell assumed, the
Protectorate) must not conceal from us the truth that the Great
Rebellion had won, and by its victory had transformed England
politically, just as the first phase of the Reformation had trans-
formed England in religion and character. The King was
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